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SUBJECTS:  Art, Social Studies.

SUGGESTED TIME: Two class periods.

MATERIALS:

Copy for students:  Protecting the Past: To Do and Not To Do student information sheet (16 - 5), Federal 
Laws Protecting Archaeological Sites student information sheet (16 - 6).

From the trunk:  A photograph of a petroglyph for each student, DVDs Visit with Respect and Silent
Witness, 8” x 10” photos of vandalized petroglyphs.

From the teacher:  For each student: a sheet of black construction paper or colored tissue paper, pencil, 
cotton swab, cup or lid of bleach solution (equal parts of bleach and water) to share with partner. (alter-
native medium: white paper and black markers). For the class: roll of black or brown butcher paper or 
colored tissue paper.

BACKGROUND:

First the students will create a petroglyph design found on Mesa Prieta. Then the designs will be copied 
onto a long roll of butcher paper or colored tissue paper to simulate a petroglyph panel. This can be 
displayed in the classroom or hallway.

This is a fun project but care must be taken not to get the bleach on clothing. The bleach removes the 
color from the paper, simulating the removal of patina when creating a petroglyph. As an alternative, 
white paper and black markers may be used. 

PREPARATION: Before class prepare enough jar lids of bleach solution so that students will work with 
partners; very little will be needed.

UNIT 16: CREATING A CLASS PETROGLYPH PANEL*

✔     Students will learn to work cooperatively.

✔     Students will develop an understanding about the problem
of the  vandalism of petroglyphs.

✔     Students will discover ways that they can help protect
petroglyphs and other archaeological sites.

OBJECTIVES

 

*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, pp. 102-106.)
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 1.   Explain to the students that they will be drawing a petroglyph design using a process of 
bleaching dark paper with cotton swabs. This will simulate the removal of the black patina to 
reveal the gray basalt in the making of petroglyphs.

 2.   Give each student a piece of black construction paper and a cotton swab. First have them 
draw their chosen design on the paper with a pencil. 

 3.   Place a jar lid with a small amount of bleach on the desk for every two students. They will then 
dip their cotton swab in the bleach solution and draw their design with it. Care must be taken 
not to touch anything but the paper with their cotton swab. 

Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

Activity 1

VOCABULARY
☛    Deface:  Spoil or mar the surface or appearance of something.

☛     Graffiti:  Scribbles, drawings or inscriptions on walls, rocks or other surfaces without per-
mission and violating personal property. Often considered to be vandalism.

☛    Panel:  A group of petroglyph or pictograph designs, usually on one face of a boulder.

☛    Vandalism:  Willfully or maliciously defacing, tagging or destroying public or private property.

 1.   Lay the butcher paper on a table or the floor. Divide the class into groups of eight to 10 stu-
dents. Have one group at a time draw their petroglyph design onto the butcher paper with 
pencil and then either the bleach solution or a black marker. Exhibit the “petroglyph panel” in 
the classroom or hallway.

Activity 2
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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

Activity 3

This lesson is designed to evoke feelings when petroglyphs are vandalized. After the panel has been up 
for a few days, you will need to decide the best approach for your students. If the students are mature, 
then anonymously deface the “Petroglyph Panel” with spray paint or by other means. Say nothing to the 
students until they begin to talk about it. Then lead a class discussion about how they felt when they saw 
their artwork ruined. Do not allow the discussion to go into a “witch hunt”. Alternatively, hold up a can 
of spray paint and ask the students how they would feel if you wrote your name all over their art work. 
Connect their feelings to how Native Americans, archaeologists, and the public might feel when they see 
vandalized sites.

 

Activity 4

 1.   Show the students photos of vandalism on Mesa 
Prieta and other sites. Inform students about the 
problem of people vandalizing ancient sites, petro-
glyphs, cave sites, and historic buildings. Explain 
that vandalism includes a range of behavior, from 
picking up arrowheads to mining sites with a bull-
dozer. Explain that the ancient site of Phiogeh, which 
is located north of Ohkay Owingeh in Los Luceros, 
was bulldozed in order to build houses on the land. 
Since the land was privately owned, no one was able 
to stop the destruction. Graves and grave goods are 
the only things protected on private land.

 2.   Ask the students to brainstorm: What are the harm-
ful results of vandalism? The answers may fall into 
categories such as destruction of data, destruction 
of cultural heritage and destruction of historical  
appreciation.

Modern vandalism on petroglyph
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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

Activity 3

 3.   If you haven’t used the handouts Federal Laws Protecting Archaeological Sites and Protecting 
the Past: To Do and Not To Do during the Unit 15. Mesa Prieta Ethics activity, review with class 
now.

 4.   Ask the students to think of solutions for repairing the damage and preventing vandalism 
from happening in the future on Mesa Prieta and other archaeological sites. Students may 
want to create a pamphlet, radio announcement, poster, advertisement, etc. that will commu-
nicate to others the importance of protecting archaeological resources. 

 5.   Adopt a Petroglyph – This is a program sponsored by Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project. Your 
class may “adopt” a petroglyph that is located on the Wells Petroglyph Preserve by collecting 
money that will be used to help educate the community about the importance of petroglyphs. 
Your class will receive a photo of the petroglyph that you adopt. (See pamphlet in curriculum 
binder pocket for more information.)

 6.   Show the DVDs Silent Witness and/or Visit with Respect that are in the trunk; they may also be 
checked out from the Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project office.

ASSESSMENT:

Ask the students to write about how they would improve or add to the Federal laws protecting petro-
glyphs. Have the students assign realistic penalties to violations of these laws.

 

 

Bullet holes in petroglyph
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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

PROTECTING THE PAST: TO DO AND NOT TO DO*

Student Information Sheet

 1.   Do not step on petroglyphs. Walk carefully, so as not to create erosion, cause rocks to fall or 
disturb animals. If you see an animal, leave it alone. If you see a flower, leave it for others to 
enjoy. Watch out for cacti. 

 

 2.   Admire petroglyphs with your eyes and record them with your camera or in your recording 
book. We do not touch petroglyphs, because they may be sacred and the oil from our hands 
may damage them. 

 

 3.   If you find an artifact, you may pick it up, and as you hold it, think about the person who made 
it. Then put it back where you found it and draw it in your recording book. Do not make piles of 
artifacts or take any home.

 

 4.   Even if the petroglyph is difficult to see, re-pecking, chalking or re-painting doesn’t restore it, 
but rather ruins the original.

 

 5.   Digging in an archaeological site ruins the layers of history. 

 

 6.   If you build a campfire, be sure it is not near any petroglyph or archaeological site. The smoke 
and heat will create damage.

 

 7.   Respect the culture of the people who created the petroglyphs.  Ancient sites are sacred 
places to the Pueblo people. Tagging, painting your name over petroglyphs or shooting at them 
is disrespectful and is against the law.

 

 8.   If you see litter such as modern cans, plastic or paper, please pick it up and put it into the 
class trash bags. Do not pick up glass. Remember to put all of your lunch trash back into your 
backpack or lunch box.

*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, pp. 25-26.)
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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

FEDERAL LAWS PROTECTING ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Student Information Sheet

Federal laws provide for severe penalties to those who disturb and destroy sites more than 100 years 
old. The Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) was passed in 1979, and prohibits unauthorized 
digging and collecting of archaeological resources, including pottery, basketry, bottles, sites with coins 
or arrowheads, tools, structures, pit houses, petroglyphs and pictographs, graves and human skeletons. 
No person may sell or buy any archaeological resource which was illegally acquired. Penalties for those 
convicted of violating ARPA are:

 1.   First Offense: a person who breaks this law for the first time may be fined $100,000 and spend 
one year in jail. If the cost of repairing the damage exceeds $500, the offender may receive a 
fine of $250,000 and spend two years in jail.

 2.   Second offense: a person who breaks this law for the second time may be fined $250,000 and 
spend five years in jail.

 3.   Vehicles and other equipment used in breaking this law may be confiscated. ARPA provides re-
wards to people who supply information leading to the arrest and conviction of ARPA violators.

ARPA applies to all public lands, including those administered by the US Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, the military, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service and the Bureau of Reclamation.

People enjoying the out-of-doors occasionally find archaeological sites and wonder what they should do. 
Locations where there are petroglyphs or artifacts are sacred places to the descendants of the ancient 
people who made them. Always leave artifacts where they were found, including small surface finds such 
as potsherds and stone flakes. Discoveries of rare or unusual artifacts and sites should be reported to 
the land managing agency or in the case of private lands, to a local agency archaeologist or the State 
Historic Preservation Office.

Some people who dig in sites are engaged in an illegal market activity, may be armed with weapons, and 
should be considered dangerous. Never approach someone you see digging in sites or collecting arti-
facts. Instead, record information about them - their physical description, what they were seen doing, the 
license number of their vehicle - and immediately report them to a local law enforcement agency.

*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, p. 105.)

 

Bullet holes in petroglyph
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Vocabulario Unidad 16: Creando un Panel Petrográfico en Clase
☛    Spoil oDesfigurar:  estropear la superficie o apariencia de algo.

☛     Graffiti:  garabatos, pintadas o inscripciones en las paredes, piedras o otras superficies 
hechos sin permiso o violando la propiedad privado. Algunas veces considerado vandalismo.

☛    Panel:  un grupo de petrográfico o pictográficos normalmente en una cara de una piedra.

☛     Vandalismo:  pintarrajear, marcar o destruir maliciosamente e intencionadamente una 
propiedad privada.

Unidad 16: Creando un Panel Petrográfico en Clase


