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SUBJECTS:  Careers, Science, Public Speaking.

SUGGESTED TIME: Two class periods; possible visiting
archaeologists.

MATERIALS:

Copy for students:  One copy of a different Interview (beginning at
18 - 4) for each student team.

For the teacher:  DVD Enchanted Past: Finding New Mexico’s Cultural 
Resources in Our Own Backyard, 2006. (13 min.)

UNIT 18: CAREERS IN ARCHAEOLOGY 
AND RELATED FIELDS

VOCABULARY
☛     Anthropology:  the study of humans. There are four sub-disciplines:

☛     Archaeologists:  study human cultures by analyzing material remains such as artifacts and 
ancient sites.

☛    Cultural anthropologists:  study living groups of people. 

☛     Linguistic anthropologists:  study languages- how they change, how they are related to one 
another, and the relationship between culture and language. 

☛     Biological anthropologists:  analyze the biological characteristics of human populations and 
hominid evolution. 

✔     Students will gain a general understanding of and apprecia-
tion for the careers of archaeologist, anthropologist and 
other related professions.

✔     Students will understand what educational background is 
needed to become an archaeologist or anthropologist.

OBJECTIVES
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*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, pp. 89-94.
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BACKGROUND:

Archaeology is related to history in that both attempt 
to understand the past. Historians rely mainly on 
written documents to study the past. For example they 
examine old courthouse records, newspapers, books, 
diaries, and letters.  Archaeologists study artifacts 
and sites- the things people used and the places where 
they lived.

Archaeologists usually earn degrees in anthropology 
such as a Bachelor of Arts or Science, Master of Arts 
or Science and sometimes a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree. In order to become a university professor one 
must have a PhD.  Archaeologists can specialize in a 
wide range of topics. Some choose to work with mu-
seum collections. Others decide to specialize in fields 
such as pollen analysis, identifying plant and animal 
remains, or identifying rocks used in making artifacts 
such as arrow points. Archaeo-astronomers study an-
cient people’s relationship with and knowledge of the 
stars, sun and moon. Some archaeologists specialize 
in a geographical area, such as Peru or the Southwest-
ern US. Underwater and rescue archaeology are other 
specialties. Rescue archaeologists are often called 
upon to save archaeological remains (artifacts, bones, 
ancient sites) that are threatened during construction 
of buildings and roads. Fieldwork is often part of an 
archaeologist’s work.

Most archaeologists are employed with colleges and 
universities, state and federal agencies or private 
consultant firms. In the US almost half of those people 
receiving degrees in anthropology are women.

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields
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Archaeological excavation.
 

 

Aerial-archaeological image showing 
ancient crop marks.

Activity 1

 1.   Give each pair of students one of the Interviews. They can practice taking the role of inter-
viewer and archaeologist and then do presentations for their and other classes.  

 2.   This is an opportunity to emphasize the skills used in public speaking.  Some areas for stu-
dents to work on are: speaking clearly, projecting the voice, mnemonics (memory strategies), 
using cue cards and posture. 
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Activity 2

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields
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Surveying an archaeological site.

In small groups, students create a list of questions they 
would want to ask an archaeologist about his or her profes-
sion. For example: “What kind of skills do you need for your 
job?”

 

Activity 3

Invite archaeologists to speak to your class.

ASSESSMENT:

Students write a short essay about why they will or will not consider a career in archaeology.

 
Conservation of an ancient ceramic pot.
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My name is Kurt Anschuetz (pronounced “Ann 
SHOOTS”). I originally am from Michigan, but have lived 
in New Mexico most of my life.  I was born in 1954. I 
spent much of my youth and early adult years living 
in Ann Arbor. In 1978 I moved to Albuquerque to begin 
my Masters degree in Anthropology, with a focus in 
Archaeology, at the University of New Mexico. Then I 
returned to the University of Michigan for my doctor-
ate (Ph.D.) in 1988.  

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I have been fascinated with history and anthropology 
for as long as I can remember. My interest in archae-
ology really is a product of my combining these two in-
terests into one. History was also among my favorite subjects in schools. I especially liked learning about 
the native peoples and civilizations that early European explorers “discovered” during their travels.  

National Geographic Magazine and National Geographic television specials were among my favorite media. 
Pictures and discussions of Machu Picchu, the Egyptian pyramids, the Great Wall of China, and the Greek 
Parthenon in Athens made great impressions on me. How did such marvels come into existence? Why did 
the stories of their construction and use fall from memory? How did those great achievements and their 
meanings fall into a state of mystery? Some things, I reasoned, were just too good to forget. 

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

I knew while I was still in high school that I really wanted to be an archaeologist. When I learned that my 
local University of Michigan was a national leader in the studies of anthropology and archaeology, I could 
hardly wait for my first archaeology classes to begin. 

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I spent two summers in New Mexico and six months in Peru learning about how to do field archaeology as 
a crew member.  After this apprenticeship I got my first paid archaeology job as a crew chief of a three-
person team assigned to find and describe archaeological sites along the North Rim of the Grand Canyon 
where land development threatened to destroy archaeological remains. 

While earning my Masters degree at the University of New Mexico, I served as an archaeological crew 
member and crew chief all over New Mexico, but found that I preferred working in the north-central and 
northwest parts of the state that had been the homes of Pueblo people. Because I learned as much as 
I could about stone tool and pottery analysis, and because I committed myself to develop solid writing 
skills, I advanced to the position of Project Director quickly. Project Directors do many jobs, including field 
archaeology, laboratory analysis of artifacts, and report writing. They also hire workers, develop budgets 
and keep track of money, and understand state and federal laws.   

Over the years I found I was doing more paperwork than fieldwork. I wanted to get back into the field 
and focus my work in the Pueblo World. I realized that I needed still more education and greater skills to 
achieve my goals. I decided to do a Ph.D. at University of Michigan and perhaps be a university professor. 
While doing my doctoral fieldwork in the Rio del Oso Valley northwest of Española, which is still my favorite 
place to work, I began thinking about how I could use my education to define an entirely different career 
path than I had imagined possible, and to live and work in New Mexico which I had come to love very much.  

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields
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No. 1:  INTERVIEW WITH AN ARCHAEOLOGIST

Kurt Anscheutz

 

In the field in northern New Mexico!



©2014 Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project

Discovering Mesa Prieta

My dissertation thesis examined how Pueblo people grew corn, beans and squash in the valleys north 
of Santa Fe in the centuries before the Spanish arrived in New Mexico. I did not want just to look at the 
things that Pueblo people made, used, and discarded during their lives long ago, I wanted to know some-
thing about the Pueblo people as human beings. How did they think about their world?  What all did they 
have to do for their children, families, and communities to survive over the passing of countless genera-
tions? I wanted to ask further: How do the present-day Pueblo people remember their ancestors and their 
traditional homelands? Lastly, I wanted to learn what I could about what people figured out in the past 
that might be valuable for humanity to remember as we face the challenges of living today and prepar-
ing for the future. My doctoral education allowed me to pursue an alternative career path, in which I now 
regularly work in collaboration with people who are the descendants of the peoples that I study doing 
archaeology. 

I helped begin a nonprofit foundation in Santa Fe. (The foundation has a long name:  The Rio Grande 
Foundation for Communities and Cultural Landscapes.) It offers education and technical help to Indian 
and Hispanic communities with cultural heritage projects in which community members themselves are 
active. In one project, archaeological investigations were done at two old Pueblo sites before new con-
struction could destroy them.  I have also been part of a team assembled by the Pueblos of Acoma, Laguna 
and Zuni, the Navajo Nation, and the Hopi Tribe, to list Mount Taylor on the New Mexico State Register of 
Cultural Properties to save the mountain from being destroyed by development that does not consider the 
past as important.  Recently, I have been helping Pueblo communities protect their water rights by doing 
archaeological studies to prove that these communities grew their food using canal irrigation long before 
the arrival of the Spanish explorers in New Mexico in 1540. As an “Expert Witness,” I often testify in court 
during important legal cases. The Pueblo communities have much to lose if I do not do my job to the very 
best of my abilities.

What area of archaeology do you have the most interest or expertise in?

My areas of archaeological interest and expertise are the same: the study of Pueblo history and culture 
in north-central New Mexico. I do a little archaeological excavation but a lot of walking the landscape to 
document evidence about how Pueblo people occupied and managed the land and used available water for 
growing crops, and maintained relationships with special places, such as old villages, springs, trails, and 
lava flows near rivers and productive farmland. Archaeologists call the work of walking across the land-
scape in search of archaeological sites and features “survey.” It requires much experience, training, and 
patience to learn to read the land during archaeological survey. Though challenging, I think that survey 
work is the most fun of all “dirt” archaeology!

What do you like or dislike about being an archaeologist?

While I have always loved the idea of doing archaeology, sometimes I have disliked the work. I am happy 
to say that at this stage of my career I really like being an archaeologist because I am mostly doing the 
kind of archaeology that I like to do! Not only are my projects exciting because I get to conduct research 
into topics that fascinate me, I am delighted that my studies of the past are providing real benefits to the 
people who are the descendants of the Pueblo groups that I study. Moreover, when I am in the backcoun-
try somewhere north, west, or east of Santa Fe, I feel that my work place is among the most beautiful 
places in the world!  (I just can’t imagine how selling shoes to people with smelly feet could ever compare 
with doing archaeology!)

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have enjoyed being a part of many important little discoveries over my career. I still feel the same wave 
of excitement finding an arrow point today as I felt when I found the first one very many years ago. Doing 
archaeology is just plain fun! 
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I have seen many sites, artifacts, and features that have gone unrecognized—or have been underappreci-
ated—whenever people have stumbled across them over the past two or three centuries. In combina-
tion, these finds are opening my eyes to a story about Pueblo history and culture that is far richer than 
anything archaeologists have ever realized previously. Archaeologists still are very much only beginning to 
learn about the past and the many accomplishments of the peoples we study.  

The best part of my work is helping to reintroduce present-day Pueblo people to the archaeological traces 
left by their ancestors. When I watch people react to seeing the sites, artifacts, and features that I have 
documented doing archaeology, I realize that they know a history of their families, communities, and cul-
tures that is far richer than anything I will ever experience or understand. When I see that people will take 
the knowledge of these archaeological discoveries back to their families and communities, I know that 
something really important is happening: The communities are using archaeological finds to make their 
own discoveries about their history.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Archaeology is not an easy profession.  A person really has to have a passion for doing it, because the pay, 
benefits, and security often are comparatively low considering the time and resources that one needs to 
invest in education and training. Fieldwork work can be physically hard, laboratory study requires atten-
tion to detail, and report writing requires both perseverance and creativity.  

Wealth and fame are rare in archaeology. Achievement does not happen overnight. If a person is steadfast 
in his commitment, however, he can carve a comfortable place for himself. He can earn the respect of his 
peers, enjoy a decent standard of living, and have the satisfaction of doing something he loves. I recom-
mend that anyone considering a career in archaeology take the time to get involved in learning about ar-
chaeology and doing archaeology as soon as he can to determine if he really wants to be an archaeologist. 
The Laboratory of Anthropology of the Museum of New Mexico hosts the Sun Mountain Gathering each fall 
in Santa Fe. Participants can learn about making pottery and stone tools, cooking with heated rocks, and 
using atlatls (spear throwers). The State of New Mexico’s Historic Preservation Division hosts both an Ar-
chaeology Fair and Preservation Week each year. These programs give people more opportunities to learn 
about doing archaeology and using archaeology to learn about New Mexico’s history.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

A famous American philosopher, George Santayana, said, “Those who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.”  But is the past solely made up of a bunch of terrible mistakes that people should 
want to avoid repeating? My work with Indian Tribes has taught me that there are hard-learned lessons 
from the past that not only are good, but require repeating! The past has had its share of wonderful 
achievements, too. Machu Picchu, the Egyptian pyramids, the Great Wall of China, the Greek Parthenon, 
and traditional methods of Pueblo water and land management are all good things for people to remem-
ber!

Archaeology can teach us about the ways through which people have interacted with the land, its water, 
plants and animals, and one another that have worked, as well as those that have not worked, in the past. 
People can use the lessons acquired through past ingenuity and stupidity—and the various successes 
and failures with which earlier generations have been able to sustain their families and communities over 
time—to live our lives today and to prepare for the future. Archaeology, for this reason, is important. It 
is not just an exercise for college professors or archaeological businesses. Archaeology really is for all of 
us, today and into the future.  

We need archaeology, lest we forget the past. People need to know how we became who we are today as 
human beings.  
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Anne R. Baldwin and I work for the US Forest 
Service - Santa Fe National Forest and I’m stationed at 
the Española Ranger District Office in Española. You may 
reach me at 505 753-7331 or baldwin@fs.fed.us.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

When I was a 6th grader, my folks bought me a book for 
Christmas entitled ‘Lost Cities’.  It had an exciting illus-
tration on the cover and made archaeologists look very 
glamorous!

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

In high school I scouted out opportunities to work with ar-
chaeologists in Maryland (where I grew up).  Unfortunate-
ly, nothing much came of those inquiries, but I decided to 
take classes in college (University of Arizona in Tucson) 
and to put myself in an environment (Arizona State Mu-
seum in Tucson) where I saw professional archaeologists 
daily, in hopes something might happen.  I also took jobs 
related to archaeology such as becoming the education coordinator for the museum so I might learn 
more from the exhibits on past cultures of Arizona.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I’ve done just about everything.  I love field work, have worked in a lab cataloging artifacts and I write a 
lot of reports.  Field work is rewarding whether it is excavation or survey, lab work can be boring but you 
get to see many small parts of a culture by taking a close look at artifacts in the lab and writing can be 
tedious, but also very stimulating.

Most of my work is related to what is called compliance.  I must make sure that archaeological sites on 
my parts of the forest, since the forest is considered federal land and we take care of it for the public, are 
protected from different kinds of projects, like fuelwooding, trail construction, prescribed burning, range 
management (improvement for cows permitted to stay on the forest), construction projects and so forth.  
I must find out where the sites are and decide how best to protect them from a project.

What do you enjoy about being an archaeologist?

I love working outside and seeing places many never have the opportunity to see.  And I especially like ar-
chaeological survey, where you walk across the landscape and see how people, past and present, placed 
themselves on the land.  I like finding the remains of their houses and activities, and trying to figure out 
what it means.

No. 2:  INTERVIEW WITH AN ARCHAEOLOGIST

Anne R. Baldwin
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What do you dislike about being an archaeologist?

I dislike how people who do not appreciate cultures take advantage by picking up artifacts (potsherds and 
arrowheads), looting sites looking for pots, on land that does not belong to them.  I dislike seeing how they 
treat the land and the archaeological sites and the impacts their ignorance has on the site.  ( A site can be 
a scatter of chipped stone, potsherds, ‘melted’ adobe buildings and [ancient Pueblos], log cabins, rock art, 
etc).

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have found things in the field that probably most people might think are important discoveries, unusual 
ruins, cave houses, rock art, specially designed potsherds or large, finely made projectile points (ar-
rowheads).  But I think the most important discovery is one I’ve made about myself and how I understand 
people who lived in past and how I can use that to understand the present.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

I strongly recommend kids stay in school and try for the college degree…a BA or a BS (Bachelor of Arts 
or Science).  Because, even if archaeology or anthropology doesn’t seem right for you, you have many op-
tions to take other courses where you might fit better.

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Ron Barber.  I’m trained as a mechanical engineer.  
I’ve worked at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory as well 
as Los Alamos, for a total of 29 years.  I’m married, and I have 4 
children, 2 daughters-in-law and 3 grandkids.  Barber@lanl.gov 
is my work email address.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I was born and raised in South America, where there are lots 
of archaeological sites all over the place.  As a young boy my 
family used to go to these sites and explore the areas.  Ever 
since then I have had this interest in old cultures and ancient 
ruins.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

I’ll tell you about my decision to become an engineer.  I always 
liked to work with objects, I liked to build things, work on models 
and design thinks on paper.  I was also pretty good at math, and 
had an interest in technical subjects, science and stuff like that.  When I was in high school I found out 
that I could do all of those things I was interested in and get paid for it as an engineer.

What kinds of engineering jobs have you had and what do you do now?

Almost all of my engineering jobs have been related to designing experiments, building them, and  then 
testing them.  I have worked on nuclear explosives, tunnel experiments, particle beam experiments, fabri-
cation experiments and many other fun things.

What area of engineering do you have the most interest or expertise in?

I like working on tough projects, where I have to lead a team that has to work together to make a piece 
of hardware.  It’s much like being on a football team where every body has a job to do, and we all have to 
work closely together in order to succeed.  And when you get the job done, it’s like playing a tough game 
and coming out on top.

What do you like and/or dislike about being an engineer?

Sometimes the jobs are very tough and require a lot of time and dedication.  This can keep you away from 
your wife and children for long periods of time.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have been on project teams that have made many technical contributions to nuclear physics, spallation 
science, high energy nuclear physics and defense programs.  One of my more interesting side lines has 
been the archeology work in understanding how early southwest Indians used the sun shadows as cal-
endars.  This discovery has come about because of my interest in archeology, but also my training as an 
engineer.

No. 2:  INTERVIEW WITH AN ARCHAEO-ENGINEER

Ron Barber

Stalking the wild solar shadow.
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What advice would you give a young person considering a career?

Think long and hard about what you enjoy doing, what you find interesting, what is challenging.  When you 
go play, think about what part of playing you like doing.  Think about the school subjects you are naturally 
good in, or that you find interesting.  Then get with a councilor and look at the jobs that match what you 
think is fun to do.  There are lots of fun jobs out there, you just have to find the one that you will like.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

I have found out that you can pursue several interests in life.  I have chosen engineering as my profession, 
in other words, that’s how I make my living (getting paid).  But I can still pursue other interests in life that 
I have.  I am an explorer by nature, and probably enjoy that as much as anything else.  In figuring out how 
the solar calendars work, I have combined my passion for exploration along with my interest in ancient 
cultures and engineering skills.

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields
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Please tell us who you are.

I’m Eric Blinman, director of the Museum of New Mexico’s 
Office of Archaeological Studies.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I had a class in earth sciences in junior high school, and my 
best friend was the son of a geology professor. My best friend 
and I spent a lot of time hiking around the back country look-
ing for fossils and rocks and minerals. Occasionally we would 
find an arrowhead (but we knew that we weren’t supposed to 
collect them, so we left them where we found them). Finding 
those arrow heads started me thinking about archaeology.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

I took a summer school class in archaeology before 9th 
grade. It was so much fun, I looked for a chance to volunteer 
on a site that was being excavated by the local college. I kept 
working at the site through the rest of high school, eventually 
becoming a volunteer staff member. When I went to college, I 
took classes in archaeology as well as calculus and chemistry, 
and by the time I was a junior I decided to major in archaeology with the goal of making that my career.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I did a lot of volunteer work as a laborer and as a map maker while I was in college, sometimes going on 
expeditions for the entire summer. Those positions didn’t pay, but the larger projects covered the costs of 
food and travel. When I graduated from college and went to graduate school, I worked in a variety of pay-
ing jobs. They included preparing illustrations for reports, conducting laboratory analyses, and occasion-
ally doing field work. I also held some part time teaching jobs, and eventually accepted a series of full time 
jobs doing field archaeology and eventually directing archaeological projects.

After I earned my Ph.D. degree, I was hired by the Museum of New Mexico as a laboratory supervisor, then 
as a deputy director, and now I’m the director of the archaeology program. We have more than 40 staff 
members, including members of three different tribes, and we carry out about $2 million in archaeologi-
cal projects every year.

What area of archaeology do you have the most interest or expertise in?

Right now most of my time is spent doing administrative tasks. I meet with clients who need to have an ar-
chaeological project carried out before they can build their road or building. After we decide what needs 
to be done and how much it costs, I assign the project to a senior archaeologist and I let them carry out 
the project. I have to go to a lot of meetings, and I have to read and comment on a lot of reports.

When I’m not handing paperwork, I am interested in reconstructing past climates, pottery technologies, 
basketry and cordage technologies, and a technique called archaeomagnetic dating.

No. 3:  INTERVIEW WITH AN ARCHAEOLOGIST

Eric Blinman

 

Showing basketry reproductions.
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What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist?

The thing I like most is that I’m rarely bored. Even if I have to sort thousands of pottery sherds, I can see 
how each one is different. I get to apply a lot of science and math in my work, so I use a full range of sub-
jects I studied in college. Just this morning I had conversations that included linguistics, biology, geophys-
ics, astronomy, and statistics. Sometimes the problems are as simple as trying to figure out how to keep 
rain out of our excavation pits, while other problems require a detailed knowledge of clay minerals.

I don’t think I dislike anything about the subject, although as I get older I have a harder and harder time 
doing as much physical labor (digging) as our younger staff members.

Have you made any important discoveries?

All of us have at least contributed to important discoveries, but rarely is there one thing that stands out. 
I’m “famous” for discovering that many ancient ceremonial gatherings were more like potluck dinners 
than like banquets that were funded by a single individual. I’m probably also well known for my work 
trying to figure out how ancient black-on-white pottery was made. I’ve written book chapters on ceramic 
dating, pottery exchange in the Four Corners area, and the use of pollen grains to study the environmental 
effects of ancient volcanic ashfalls. 

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

The best archaeologists know a lot about all of the natural sciences, as well as understanding about the 
way present day peoples live around the world. You need to have the natural instincts of a detective, find-
ing and interpreting clues that lead you to reconstructions of the past. But at the same time, you have to 
be prepared to admit that you might be wrong. Just like the district attorney or police officer can occa-
sionally be wrong despite what they thought the evidence pointed to, archaeologists are always learning 
more and correcting old interpretations. Archaeology is a science only because the stories we tell are 
supposed to be criticized.

The other advice is more of a warning. There aren’t a lot of opportunities to make money in archaeology. 
You have to be happy with a modest income, and you have to be happy working really hard for it. If you can 
be passionate about the subject, then you can have a great and satisfying career.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

The most important thing to remember about archaeology is that sites and the information they contain 
are incredibly fragile. You can only excavate a site once, since the act of digging actually destroys the site. 
If you don’t take enough notes or photographs at the time you are doing the work, you can never go back 
and make up for holes in your observations. Digging sites therefore entails a tremendous responsibility. 

Unit 18: Careers In Archaeology and Related Fields

Unit 18 page 12  



©2014 Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project

Discovering Mesa Prieta

Please tell us who you are.

My name is Mike Bremer and I am the Forest Archaeolo-
gist on the Santa Fe National Forest.  The Forest covers 1.5 
million acres with Cuba to the West, Las Vegas to the East, 
La Bajada to the south and the Jicarilla Indian Reservation 
on the north.  There are over 10,000 archaeological sites 
on the Forest.  I have a Masters Degree in Anthropology 
in addition to a Bachelors degree.  I’ve worked in Arizona, 
Nevada, California, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and South 
Carolina.  I’m very interested in the ancestral Indian 
archaeology and living ethnography of modern Indian com-
munities in the Southwest and Mexico.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

When I was ten years old my family visited a site near 
El Rito, and the archaeologist working on the site took me down into the trench excavated in the trash 
midden and showed me turkey guano, ashes from cooking, pot sherds and stone tools and I figured any 
job where you could work in the dirt and be outside was the perfect job, and I decided I wanted to be an 
archaeologist.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist? 

When I was ten years old.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?  

I’ve worked for Museums, for private contracting firms, for the state of Arizona, for my own private firm, 
and for the National Park Service (NPS) and the USDA Forest Service.  I am currently the Forest Archae-
ologist on the Santa Fe National Forest and I oversee the cultural resource management program on the 
Forest.

What do you enjoy about being an archaeologist?

I enjoy getting to work with and see all the unique and wonderful archaeological sites in the southwest.  I 
also enjoy working with the different people in the Forest Service, who are not all archaeologists.  It is a 
unique profession because you get to learn about people’s past and always have the opportunity to tell 
folks new things about the ways their ancestors lived.

What do you dislike about being an archaeologist?

The paperwork associated with being a government archaeologist.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

It’s not all about Indiana Jones, grave robbing and digging bones.  It also doesn’t have anything to do with 
dinosaurs, those are paleontologists.  It’s about using science to explore the remains of the past and to 
tell humans about the successes and mistakes made in the past, in the anticipation of making a contribu-
tion for the benefit of humankind.

No. 5:  INTERVIEW WITH AN ARCHAEOLOGIST

Mike Bremer
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Glenna Dean.  I am the New Mexico State Archae-
ologist and I work for the Historic Preservation Division, part 
of the Department of Cultural Affairs, State of New Mexico.  
My job is largely public outreach, meaning that I give talks 
to groups, write articles for publication, help get important 
archaeological sites listed on the State Register of Cultural 
Property and the National Register of Historic Places, and I 
stage the New Mexico Archaeology Fair in a different small 
town every year.  I also work with the Office of the Medical 
Investigator, law enforcement officers, and Indian tribes on the 
best things to do after human bones are accidentally discov-
ered by hikers or during construction.  Sometimes my job 
involves a lot of driving to meet with city officials or the police 
or landowners on preservation issues that affect archaeologi-
cal sites, but it’s always challenging and I enjoy the problem-solving.  I have three college degrees, two in 
archaeology and one in botany.  Before I became State Archaeologist, I was a practicing archaeobotanist, 
analyzing archaeological soil samples for pollen grains, burned seeds, and broken plant parts to find out 
what people were doing with plants in the past, and sometimes analyzing textiles as well.  I came to work 
for the Historic Preservation Division in 1994 and have been the State Archaeologist since 1997.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I guess I was born curious about the past – I’ve been fascinated by how people lived in the past ever since 
I learned to read.  I’ve always wanted to be able to experience first-hand what I’ve read about too, so I 
learned to spin and weave and dye yarns and make clothes and tan hides and all kinds of things.  I read 
about archaeological discoveries too, mostly in National Geographic, but when I was growing up (1950s), 
the only archaeologists I read about were men.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

In my senior year of high school (1968), a professor from the nearby university came to talk to my class 
about a career in archaeology.  After his talk, I asked him if girls could be archaeologists too, and he 
said “of course”!  So I enrolled in an archaeological field school, where excavation skills are taught, and 
started my archaeological studies the week after high school graduation.  Many times over the next years, 
however, male archaeologists would come and tell me that women didn’t belong in the field.  I’m very glad 
that that attitude has almost completely disappeared.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

My first job was washing artifacts and writing inventory numbers on them.  Then I reconstructed bro-
ken pots from little bitty sherds, and next came analyzing the kinds of knots that were used to tie things 
together.  Then came analyzing how sandals were made from leaves and fibers, then typing archaeological 
reports for publication (computers weren’t invented yet), and I finally got to join survey crews who walked 
the project area for a proposed road or reservoir and looked for archaeological sites that might warrant 
investigation before being destroyed by the project.  I helped excavate archaeological sites and, because 
I was studying pollen analysis in college at the same time, I began to analyze soil samples to recover the 
pollen grains left behind by human activities to understand what season of year people had used the site 
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and what plants they brought to the site to eat or use for some other purpose.  I had the most fun analyz-
ing human coprolites (desiccated feces) to find out what kinds of things people had eaten in the past, 
and I wrote my PhD dissertation on the analysis of human coprolites 7500 years old.  Since I graduated 
from college in 1978, my jobs have been more and more administrative, shuffling papers and policy ideas 
instead of moving dirt.

What area of archaeology do you have the most interest or expertise in?

My expertise is in archaeobotany, ranging from microscopic pollen grains to burned seeds and plant 
parts that you can see, as well as textile analysis.  I find these studies fascinating, especially the textiles 
because you can really appreciate how skillful and inventive people were in the past even though the com-
mon attitude is that ancient people were primitive.

What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist?

I love touching the past, whether it be an artifact or the pollen grains left in a pot from cooking supper a 
thousand years ago.  I dislike that so many people think archaeology is a waste of time, and that archaeo-
logical sites – and human graves – are only good for digging up artifacts to collect or sell.  I wish there 
were a way for everyone to understand that we are all people, no matter when we live or what we have, 
and that archaeology is the story of our history as people.  If more people understood this, it seems to me 
that people would appreciate each other more and there would be less violence in the world.

Have you made any important discoveries?

Yes!  I discovered – through pollen analysis – that domesticated cotton was grown in northern New 
Mexico centuries before Columbus.  Before my discovery, which also involved inventing a new way to count 
pollen under the microscope, archaeologists thought that all cotton used in New Mexico, and described by 
Spanish explorers when they came up the Rio Grande, came from the Hopi people in northeastern Arizona.  
Now we know that cotton was one of the crops grown in specialized fields invented and used between 
1250 and 1500 AD at high elevations in the Española-Ojo Caliente-Abiquiú area.  This means that farmers 
in prehistory were even more sophisticated that we thought they were.  Old cotton fields continue to be 
discovered each year.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Stay in school, read widely, and nurture your curiosity about everything!  Archaeology requires imagina-
tion and skills in thinking, logic, reading, writing, and observation; discoveries are your reward.  How 
would you like to have discovered that people were digging water wells during the Ice Age in New Mexico?  
Or what kinds of food were stored in baskets around a pithouse floor more than a thousand years ago?  
You probably watch the “crime scene investigation” shows on TV – field work in archaeology is very simi-
lar except the evidence is hundreds if not thousands of years older.

The cure for boredom is curiosity; there is no cure for curiosity.  You won’t be bored in archaeology but 
you won’t become super rich either – you should know that this is the kind of career you embark on 
because you love your work, not because you hope to make a lot of money.  You’d be surprised how many 
people say they wish they had become an archaeologist like they wanted instead of the better-paying 
career they did choose.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

Archaeology is the history of people who lived before writing was invented, and of people who wrote down 
only their side of the story.  Archaeology is the only way to know some things and provides depth and 
color to stories handed down through generations and written in books.  People are all there is in this life, 
and anything people do – or did – is automatically interesting, and for the 12,000 or more years people 
have lived in New Mexico, that means archaeology.  We are smart today because our ancestors were 
smart – all the way back in time.
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Please tell us who you are.

I am Dr. Richard Ford and I am a Professor of Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. I have several specialties within archaeology.  One is that I 
identify plants that are found in archaeological excavations. A second is that 
I study pre-contact agriculture.  The third is that I analyze petroglyphs. 

How did you become interested in archaeology?

My interest in archaeology began in first grade when I found a projectile 
point. I was proud that I was the only student in my class who could spell 
“archaeology.” This remained an interest until college when I learned that 
archaeologists rarely made much money and then I switched to internation-
al banking. In my junior year, I came to New Mexico to attend an archaeologi-
cal field school.  It was there that I discovered if you were an archaeologist 
who taught in a university you would have a rewarding and comfortable life. 
(Archaeologists never get rich!)

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

As a senior in college I made a decision to go to graduate school and obtain a 
Ph.D. in anthropology with a specialty in archaeology.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had?

As an archaeologist I have been a professor at two universities and have been invited to teach at six other 
universities. I have also been a museum director and an associate dean for research. I have conducted 
fieldwork in the United States, Mexico, Poland, Tunisia, the Bahamas, and China.

What do you enjoy about being an archaeologist?

I still enjoy discovering new information about how people lived in the past and what they thought about 
their world.

What do you dislike about being an archaeologist?

There is nothing I don’t like about archaeology. The most discouraging part is having to spend so much 
time getting grants to do new research.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have made important discoveries about the first maize agriculture in New Mexico and new rock art im-
ages.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

The most important thing is for students to get a solid general education (liberal arts in college). You will 
have to get a Ph.D. in Anthropology.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

Archaeology is fun!  You will get very dirty, sweaty, and anxious about what you are finding.  When you are 
done, however, it is worth it.  If you like doing jigsaw puzzles, you will love archaeology.
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Rory Gauthier and I have lived in New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and 
California.  I have worked for the National Park Service for about 25 years 
and mostly worked in parks were archeology is the primary attraction.  I 
have worked at Chaco Canyon, El Malpais, Glen Canyon and Bandelier. Before I 
worked for the National Park Service I worked for the Museum of New Mexico 
and the University of New Mexico and I worked with other archaeologists all 
over New Mexico involved in excavating and surveying archaeological sites. 
You are welcome to write me and I will answer your questions.  My email ad-
dress is rory_gauthier@nps.gov

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I decided I wanted to be an archaeologist when I was in the 6th grade.  I was 
hiking in the mountains near Taos with a friend who lived near Petrified For-
est in Arizona during the school year and during summer vacation he lived 
in Taos with his Grandfather. He was older than I was and he told me many 
wonderful stories about living in Arizona, about his friends who were Navajo 
and some who were Hopi.  He also told me about all the ruins near his house 
and all the arrowheads he found.  But this one day, as we were hiking, we came into a meadow and there 
were pieces of obsidian and basalt scattered all around.  I realized that these rocks did not belong in the 
meadow (all of the other rocks were granite) and began to look closer.  My friend had immediately rec-
ognized these rocks – the basalt and obsidian – were artifacts, and someone a long time ago had carried 
these rocks here. But I could only wonder why and what these stones were doing in that meadow.  

Today, it is easy for me to interpret and explain such an archaeological find.  By looking at some of the 
fragments of basalt and obsidian I can tell how long ago someone carried the rocks to that meadow.  I can 
also tell what they were doing with the rocks – if they were making tools such as scrapers or projectile 
points or if they were making knives to butcher an animal.  But back then all I could do was wonder about 
what happened in that meadow.  And that made me curious about the people who left behind these frag-
ments of stone and what were they doing in that meadow.   

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

I was pretty young, about 11 years old.  Once I became interested, I was hooked and began reading all I 
could find in our local library.  I was also fortunate to live in an area where there were many archaeologi-
cal sites (northern New Mexico) and parks such as Bandelier National Monument where I could visit ex-
cavated sites.  I would also make my parents take me to the museums in Santa Fe to look at the artifacts 
they have on display.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I worked for many years doing what is sometimes called “salvage (rescue) archeology” which means 
when an archaeological site is going to be destroyed by building a new road or a new building or if the site 
will be flooded by a reservoir, the site is excavated.  There are many jobs in this field because there are 
laws which make it mandatory to excavate an archaeological site if it is going to be destroyed in a feder-
ally funded project.
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I now work for the National Park Service where my primary duties are making sure our archaeological 
sites are preserved for future generations.  I work at Bandelier National Monument (which is managed by 
the National Park Service) and we have over 3,000 archaeological sites just within our boundaries. Taking 
care of all these sites is a big responsibility, but I love it!  I do not excavate sites, but rather I map them 
and study the artifacts on the surface.  The tools I use are a transit, sometimes a plane table and alidade 
(these are tools for surveying and making maps), calipers (to measure artifacts), a GPS unit (to let me 
know where the site is), digital and film cameras (to document the archaeological site and artifacts) and, 
of course, a computer. I study the site and the artifacts and write articles and books about our findings.  I 
also spend a lot of time documenting the condition of the site and correct problems (such as areas being 
eroded on the site) by constructing check dams or diverting arroyos away from the site.

What area of archaeology do have the most interest or expertise in?

My interests are in architecture and agriculture.  I am fascinated by all of the different house types you 
find in this area – from simple pit houses to huge villages with hundreds of rooms, surrounding expansive 
plazas and sometimes standing two or three stories high. We also have cliff dwellings, sometimes houses 
are built against the cliff and sometimes the rooms are carved right out of the solid rock, such as the 
dwellings we have here in Frijoles Canyon.  

I like to study agriculture because, here in northern New Mexico, you can find many examples of old farm-
ing areas.  They are not at all like the farming you see today where fields were irrigated by a system of 
canals (acequias) and ditches, but rather elaborate water saving devices such as grid gardens, gravel 
mulch gardens and terraces were constructed. All of these devices are designed to save and conserve 
water and we can learn an important lesson from the people who used to live here – it is important to 
conserve resources such as water. 

What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist?

I like just about everything about being an archaeologist.  I think I probably have the best job in the world.  
I get to spend most of my time outdoors when the weather is warm.  I get to explore and discover things 
that no one has seen for hundreds of years. What can be better that that?  When it is winter, I get to write 
about archaeological sites.  Sometimes this can get tedious, but it is something I have to do.  If I do not 
report my findings what good would that be?  No one would ever know about the history of people who 
lived here before us.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have not made any great discoveries.  I do, however, report my findings by writing articles and books so 
the public can learn about the history of this area.  To me it is important that we understand how people 
lived in the past – what was successful and what didn’t work. We need to know because if we do not learn 
from the past we will repeat old mistakes.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Go to school!  I said it before, I have the best job in the world.  For me, to get this job, I had to compete by 
getting through school (college).  But that is true of all jobs – especially the fun jobs.  If you want to be 
happy and successful in life, you need to go to school.
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Chuck Hannaford.  I have been an archaeologist 
with the Office of Archaeological Studies in Santa Fe for 
nearly 29 years.  I have had the privilege to work on archaeo-
logical sites from many time periods, from many diverse 
cultures, and from nearly every New Mexico county.  I am 
intrigued by what we can learn about the past through the 
discovery, study, and preservation of our state’s archaeologi-
cal resources. My email address is:  chuck.hannaford@state.
nm.us

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I was originally interested in dinosaurs in early grade school, 
but soon saw the light and became a student of archaeology.  I enjoyed exploring archaeological sites 
and wondering about the many kinds of artifacts left across the landscape by past peoples. Growing up 
in Los Alamos, I was especially interested in the archaeology around my home such as the caves dug into 
the volcanic tuff at Bandelier and across the Pajarito Plateau.  I became interested in visiting museums, 
early churches, and also the various Native American Pueblos along the Rio Grande to watch the feast day 
dances.  In addition to the archaeological sites, I became interested in the stories about the past told by 
New Mexico’s diverse peoples including the Pueblo, Navajo, Apache, Spanish, and Anglo. 

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

My roots of wanting to be an archaeologist go back to grade school, but by high school I definitely knew I 
wanted to study archaeology.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

My first job in archaeology was as a stabilization archaeologist with the Bureau of Land Management.  
Our job was to locate sites on Bureau of Land Management land across the site and then to preserve the 
standing architecture so the walls would not further collapse.  I then became an archaeologist with the 
Office of Archaeological Studies.  We often investigate sites that are in the construction zone of highway 
projects across the state.  We excavate the portion of the site that will be destroyed by the highway con-
struction.  The recovered artifacts, photographs, and reports will then allow both the highway to be built 
and also recover material from the sites for future generations to study.  This is what I am doing now.

In what area of archaeology do have the most interest or expertise?

I am most interested in the archaeology of northern New Mexico.  I am still interested in the Pajarito 
Plateau around Los Alamos, the early Navajo sites dating from the 1700s in the Farmington area, and early 
hunting techniques and the use of the atlatl, or spear-thrower.

What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist?

I like learning about the past lifeways of the various peoples who live and have lived in New Mexico.  I also 
enjoy presenting what we have learned in the field of archaeology to the public so that other people can 
understand and enjoy the fascinating world of archaeology.  Our office actually won the Society for Ameri-
can Archaeology’s 2005 award for Excellence in Public Education.
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Excavation can be physically hard and tiring work.  The work often has to be accomplished during very hot 
days in the summer and very cold days in the winter, depending on when the excavation is taking place.  
Report writing and note taking can also be stressful and time consuming as you attempt to document and 
describe the results of your work.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have excavated many thousands of artifacts during my career and the discovery of items that have been 
in the ground sometimes for thousands of years is always thrilling.  However, excavation is somewhat like 
a puzzle and the real discovery is not just the excavation of an interesting artifact such as a whole pot, 
but putting all the pieces of an excavation together and figuring out the story of a site.  This is the process 
of archaeology that then adds important pieces to our new and ever changing understanding of the past.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Archaeology is a very large field of study ranging from the earliest Palaeo-Indian big game hunters of 
12,000 years ago to 1880 Anglo homestead sites.   In between are Ancestral Pueblo farming sites, early 
Spanish Colonial sites, Civil War sites, and many, many more. In addition, there are many specialties in 
archaeology such as archaeologists that just study pottery and pot sherds, animal bones, seeds and plant 
remains, or stone tools.  The field is wide open for study.  The more education you have, the more secure 
and accomplished you will be in performing your job as an archaeologist.  Archaeologists are special 
people that devote their lives to the study of the past.  I hope that you may be one of these special people.  

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

I have watched the known number of recorded sites in New Mexico grow from some 30,000 to over 
150,000 during the course of my career.  They range from the first Clovis discovery representing the 
earliest people in North America to the detonation of the first Atomic Bomb at the Trinity Site.  I would not 
doubt that there over a million sites in New Mexico alone waiting to be discovered, studied, and preserved 
for the future.  These important sites are out there on the landscape waiting to be discovered and studied 
by you as a future archaeologist.
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Larry Humetewa. I was born in Santa Fe, New Mexi-
co and was raised at Santo Domingo Pueblo.  I am an Assistant 
Conservator for the Museum Resources Division of the State of 
New Mexico’s Department of Cultural Affairs.

How did you become interested in conservation?

When I was in the 3rd grade, my teacher had a map of New 
Mexico hanging on the wall; on that map I noticed that there 
was a Pueblo which I had never heard of.  It was Pecos Pueblo, 
and underneath the name in parenthesis the word “extinct” 
was written.  After looking up the word extinct (English is not 
my first language), I became more interested in learning about 
the past and finding out if other Pueblos once existed that 
became “extinct.”  Before this I thought museums were just 
places where dinosaur bones were displayed, and after asking 
a lot of questions I learned that museums, national parks and 
state parks were more than dinosaur bones.  After that, my dream was to become a pro football player or 
to work in a museum or a park as a curator or park ranger.  

After realizing how difficult it would be to become a pro football player I decided to go to college at East-
ern New Mexico University for anthropology and history.  It was not until I received my B.S. from ENMU in 
1996 that I realized there were other fields in the museum world besides being a curator.  

After college I worked for the Santo Domingo Pueblo’s education department for almost two years when I 
noticed an announcement for a Native or Hispanic pre-program internship position in conservation at the 
Museum of New Mexico.  I applied for the position and was accepted as a pre-program intern in 1998. It 
was then that I realized I did not want to be a curator any more.

When did you decide to be a conservator?

I knew I wanted to become a conservator after I met the wonderful staff at the conservation department 
and the type of work that was done for the state museums and monuments.  It was also at this time in 
my life when it was important for me to learn the traditional ways of my Pueblo and I learned that most 
graduate schools that offered conservation were located on the east coast.  I was lucky to have a supervi-
sor, Claire Munzenrider who was the Chief Conservator at that time, understand that I wanted to become 
a conservator while learning the traditional ways of my Pueblo and that I could not go to school on the 
east coast because of this.  She, Dale Kronkright (former Senior Conservator for the State of New Mexico, 
now at the O’Keefe Museum) and other conservators have all played a big role in my being an assistant 
conservator today.
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What kinds of conservation jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I have been with the Conservation Department for 10.5 years now; prior to that I was a student, worked at 
the Pueblo and was a chef’s assistant at the Jockey club at the Santa Fe Downs racetrack.  What I do now 
as an assistant conservator is work on condition assessment and treatment of artifacts going on display 
or on loan to other institutions. I am Conservation Lab Manager for the department, I perform graffiti 
mitigation at Bandelier National Monument once a week, and I supervise our college work-study student. 

What area of conservation do you have the most interest or expertise in? 

I am most interested in ceramics (both low and high fired) and traditional northern New Mexican His-
panic bultos (carved wooden and painted sculptures).  My area of expertise is in Pre-contact to Historic 
Puebloan pottery.

What do you enjoy about being a conservator?

The thing I enjoy most about being a conservator is the non-stop work we do for the State such as the 
ongoing exhibitions/loans and of course being able to handle and help preserve the State’s wonderful col-
lections.  I enjoy learning about the history and method of manufacture of the artifacts in our museums’ 
collections.

What do you dislike about being a conservator?

The thing I dislike about being a conservator is wearing gloves while working on an object, washing dirty 
lab dishes and the commuting from Santo Domingo Pueblo to Santa Fe.

Have you worked on any important artifacts/buildings/landscape (etc.)?

In my 10.5 years of working in conservation I have worked on many artifacts from Mimbres bowls to early 
Spanish contact artifacts to a bowcase and quiver that may have belonged to the Apache Chief Geronimo.  
I have had the honor of working at Bandelier National Monument, at the Santuario de Chimayo and in a 
building at Pidgeon’s Ranch which is the only surviving structure in New Mexico that was used in battle 
during the Civil War, in the Battle of Glorieta.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in Conservation?

If a young person was considering a career in conservation I would advise them to take a wide variety of 
courses such as art history, chemistry, anthropology, museum studies and studio art while in college.  I 
would advise them to look into pre-program internships in conservation that may be offered at museums 
and perhaps get to know conservators.

Is there anything else that you would like to tell people about  conservation?

When I tell people that I am an assistant conservator and the type of work I do, their response is usually 
“So you’re an art restorer.”  Conservation is not only about restoration, it is about helping to preserve 
artifacts for future generations to learn from. The goal for conservators is to make preservation recom-
mendations on how to care for artifacts while in storage, on display, or on loan (traveling). Restoration is 
only a small part of the work in conservation.
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Steven Lakatos. I grew up on the north shore of 
Long Island, New York. After high school I went to Queens 
College where I received my B.A. in Anthropology in 1988. I 
moved to southwestern Colorado after graduation and to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico in 1991. I recently received my M.A. in 
Southwest Studies from New Mexico Highlands University. 
I’m married with two children and we like outdoor sports 
and activities.  

How did you become interested in archaeology? 

In the fifth or sixth grade we studied archaeology as part 
our science programs. 

When did you decide to be an archaeologist? 

When I was taking classes in college.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now? 

I have worked in the lab preparing artifacts for curation, conducted field work, and participated in travel-
ing seminars. Currently I’m a project director for the Office of Archaeological Studies in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. 

What area of archaeology do you have the most interest or expertise in? 

I feel that I have a fair amount of interest and experience in the archaeology of the Northern Rio Grande.

What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist? 

What I like about being an archaeologist is the balance between physical and intellectual efforts, seeing 
places before they are developed, and working with my colleagues. My dislikes are spending extended pe-
riods of time away from my family, negotiating budgets and schedules, and resolving personnel problems.

Have you made any important discoveries? 

I have identified pre-Fort Sumner Navajo camps, early agricultural sites, and documented population 
movement up the Rio Grande Valley from Albuquerque to Taos

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology? 

Pay attention to what is going on around you in the natural and social environments, develop good study 
habits, and develop good writing and math skills.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology? 

Archaeology can be very enriching. Learning about the past can offer insight and alternatives for the 
future. 
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Please tell us who you are.

I’m Janet MacKenzie and I live near Alcalde, 
NM.  I am the Project Coordinator for the 
Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project Petroglyph 
Project.   I can be contacted at jmackenzie@
windstream.net

How did you become interested in archae-
ology?

As a child, my parents let me run wild “down 
the riverbank” at home where I hunted 
turtles and dug up animal bones and fos-
sils. Our family were always museum-goers 
and I spent many happy hours at the Royal 
Ontario Museum in Toronto looking at the 
mummies and totem poles.  However, at that 
time, I never thought of becoming an archaeologist.  I wanted to be a medical artist.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

After I finished art college, I went to university where I took a couple of courses in classical archaeology. 
When I graduated, I went to Europe for a couple of years and worked on excavations in England, mostly 
Roman and Iron Age.  It was lots of fun, although it was hard work shovelling dirt and running wheelbar-
rows!  I went to Greece for a few months to see many ruins and museums and that was when I decided to 
become an archaeologist.  I was very interested in Minoan archaeology at that time, but while getting a 
degree in anthropology back in Canada, I became much more interested in Mesoamerican and Peruvian 
archaeology.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

Besides excavating in Britain, I have worked at field survey and excavation in Canada and Peru.  I’ve also 
done a great deal of site and topographical instrument surveying, and drawing of artifacts.  I actually 
haven’t worked in the field for a number of years, and have recently been involved more in the museum 
end of things, doing research, writing story lines and labels for exhibits.

What area of archaeology do you have the most interest or expertise in?

I am interested in ideas about ancient frontiers, roads, boundaries and how  groups of people in the 
past related to one another, how they saw themselves among their neighbors. Related to this, I am also 
very interested in the ancient landscape, and in New Mexico, there is a lot of landscape! I am new to New 
Mexico and am finding that there is a great deal to see and understand. I’ve become very interested in the 
petroglyphs of Mesa Prieta and would like to learn more about them, particularly the petroglyphs of the 
Historic Period.
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What do you like and/or dislike about being an archaeologist?

I have always liked digging in the earth and discovering things that have not been seen since ancient 
times! It’s such a personal connection to the past. Another thing I like about archaeology is that no matter 
where you dig in the world, there are always fascinating ancient sites to explore and ancient peoples to 
learn about. And, like many archaeologists, I love the natural world. In Peru, at high altitudes and in very 
remote places, the work was difficult but extremely enjoyable because of the ancient sites, the wildflow-
ers, birds and other animals, and the scenery. The local people were wonderful. I can’t think of anything 
that I don’t like about archaeology.  Perhaps the discomfort of being cooked by the sun on one side of my 
body and freezing in the shade on the other at high altitudes!

Have you made any important discoveries?

I discovered that ancient Peruvians knew a lot of ways to defend themselves! Some sites ‘way in the mid-
dle of nowhere are really fascinating for their complicated arrangements of walls and doorways which 
made it very difficult for someone to get into a village without being pelted with slingstones from above. In 
fact, the piles of slingstones are still there, sitting on the parapets behind the defensive walls!  

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

I think that getting to know an archaeologist and getting some field experience is important, perhaps 
before starting a degree in archaeology or anthropology. Becoming interested and knowledgeable in a 
wide variety of subjects is also important.  Archaeologists need to know about rocks and animals, water 
and weather, math and science, people and how they behave. Another useful skill is camping and cooking 
outdoors.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology? 

Archaeology is one way to understand people- not just ancient people, but all people- how we like to live 
and bring up our families, how we see ourselves, how we have to respond to changes in our lives (climate 
change is not new!), how we work together, how we build things, how we think about where we come from 
and where we are going as we live and when we die.  AND- it’s fun!
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Tessie Naranjo.  I am Tewa from Santa Clara Pueblo.  I 
have lived there all of my life.  I earned a Ph.D. in Sociology from the 
University of New Mexico in 1992. I now work at the Northern Pueblos 
Institute at the Northern New Mexico College in Española.  At the NPI my 
co-director, Sue-Ellen Jacobs (an anthropologist, who earned her Ph.D. 
in Anthropology from the University of Colorado in 1970) and I focus our 
attention on American Indian concerns.  If you want to write me about 
what I do please write to: Tessie Naranjo, Northern Pueblos Institute, 
Northern New Mexico College, 921 Paseo de Onate, Española, NM  87532.

How did you become interested in sociology? 

I have always been interested in groups of people and how they behave.  
I am especially interested in Pueblo Indians of New Mexico.  Most of my 
work life has been spent doing research about Pueblo Indians; world-
view, language, ceremonies, architecture, kinship system, songs, and archaeological evidences of the 
Pueblo people.

When did you decide to be a sociologist?

I went to graduate school when I was in my early forties and did not finish coursework and my disserta-
tion in sociology until I was in my early fifties.  Finishing school took a long time because I couldn’t decide 
on my dissertation topic until a very good friend told me, “Write about what you have a passion for”.  So I 
wrote about “Social Change and Pottery Making at Santa Clara Pueblo”.  

What kinds of sociology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

After I finished school I did consultation work for a few museums such as the National Museum of the 
American Indian in Washington, D.C. and the Heard Museum in Phoenix, Arizona.  Another job that was 
not a paying job but one that was very important was to take care of my mother until she passed away 
in August 2004.  She was very sick and I chose to take care of her.  In January 2005 my very good friend, 
Sue-Ellen Jacobs, and I decided to be co-directors of the Northern Pueblos Institute.  We have spent a good 
amount of time designing courses on Native American issues for example, “Introduction to Pueblo Indian 
Studies”, “Native American Literature”, and “Animals and Plants of the Tewa World”.

What do you enjoy about being a sociologist?

I have always enjoyed thinking about people and their behavior but especially about Tewa people and their 
long history and how they survived in spite of the many, many obstacles that they were faced with.  As 
part of this interest I really enjoy doing research about Pueblo people.  It is through library research and 
community interviews that I have come to a deeper appreciation of my Pueblo world.
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What do you dislike about being a sociologist?

There is nothing that I can think about that I dislike about being a sociologist.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have always enjoyed learning.  I discover who I am and who my Pueblo world is as I conduct and com-
plete various research projects, and as I work at NNMC trying to bridge the college with Pueblo communi-
ties.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in sociology?

If a young person is interested in doing research about group behavior,  sociology is a wonderful and 
rewarding field of work.

What else would you like to tell people about sociology?

There are not too many Native American sociologists in the country.  It is a field of study that Native 
Americans can contribute to furthering the knowledge about tribal communities and about and for their 
specific tribe.
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Please tell us who you are.

I am Diane Souder. I’m a park ranger at Petroglyph National 
Monument and my job is to help people understand what is so 
important about the past and their heritage.  I have been a park 
ranger for 25 years and every day I try to have some fun in my 
job.  

I was born in Detroit Michigan and went to college at Mount 
Holyoke in Massachusetts.  I studied Urban Studies, which is 
what city life is like.  Then I went to graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Michigan to be an Urban Planner.  That brought me to 
New Mexico.  I was a VISTA volunteer trying to help people help 
their own communities.  When I joined the National Park Service 
I still helped people create parks and trails and take care of their 
historic resources.  In 1990, when Petroglyph National Monument 
was created I was the first employee. 

We have over 20,000 petroglyphs and trying to make everyone appreciate them has been my job ever 
since!

How did you become interested in park rangers? 

I know we all have a heritage, so learning about the past helps us appreciate how people lived.  There is 
always something new to discover and archaeology is just one way to get a glimpse of the past.   

When did you decide to be a park ranger?

I am actually a Park Ranger.  As Park Rangers we are archaeologists, biologists, Law Enforcement Rang-
ers, teachers and…I am a planner interested in all of these careers.

What kinds of similar jobs have you had and what do you do now?

When I started at Petroglyph I knew hardly anything about archaeology.  Now I can help the public real-
ize that you don’t have to dig up something to learn about its archaeological value.  I would say my job is 
about Public Relations rather than archaeology itself and that teaching people the importance of archae-
ology is my expertise.    

What do you enjoy about being a park ranger?

Archaeology is both a science and an art.  It takes patience and dedication.  It’s a little bit of everything 
for most everyone who has a desire to learn about cultures of the past.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I have not made any discoveries but I have made people aware of the fragile archaeological resources so 
that they don’t dig them up or move them.  When this happens, it makes me feel proud!

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Don’t be afraid of trying something new.  Every little piece of information adds to the great big puzzle.  Oh, 
and have some fun every day!
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Please tell us who you are.

My name is Paul Williams.  I have been the Archaeolo-
gist with the Bureau of Land Management in Taos 
for the last 23 years.  I grew up in Colorado, went to 
college at the University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, and got a Master of Science degree in 
Anthropology/Archaeology from Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff, Arizona in 1985.

How did you become interested in archaeology?  

I think it started with my mother, who had a great in-
terest in fossils and Native American arts and crafts.  
I graduated from college with a degree in Psychology, 
and started working in a cement factory pushing pow-
dered cement around with a broom.  I didn’t like the work but I made enough money to travel extensively 
in Europe and Mexico.  I fell in love with history and archaeology during these trips through Greece and 
Italy (Rome, Pompeii) and the great archaeological sites in Mexico.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?  

After my travels, I took classes at the University of Colorado to see if I would be interested enough in 
Archaeology to pursue a degree. I spent that summer as a member of a 35-person archaeological crew 
doing various inventory and excavation projects around Mesa Verde in southwest Colorado. I was hooked!

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?  

I have worked for universities including University of Colorado, Colorado State University and the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado.  I have also worked for Northern Arizona University.  I have worked for the 
National Park Service, the US Forest Service and for the past 23 years the Bureau of Land Management.

What do you enjoy about being an archaeologist?  

I love to discover archaeological sites.  It is exciting to locate the things that people leave behind like 
artifacts, such as stone tools and pottery, and features like fire hearths, house structures and rock art.  
I love being outdoors, and walking onto an archaeological site that hasn’t been seen by people since the 
inhabitants left hundreds or thousands of years ago is pretty cool.

What do you dislike about being an archaeologist?  

I dislike the fact that some people vandalize and destroy important archaeological sites.  This always 
makes me very sad.
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Have you made any important discoveries?  

I have discovered many archaeological sites, and have found many wonderful artifacts.  I’ll mention three.  
While walking in the Rio Grande Gorge, I found a nice Archaic Period campground on a flat terrace above 
the river.  There were lots of stone tools, some scrapers and points. I tripped over a small rock that moved 
when I bumped it.  It turned out to be a wonderful little grinding stone made out of basalt, and was prob-
ably used to grind pinyon nuts.  That artifact had been there for about 5,000 years before I bumped into it.  
During an excavation in southwest Colorado, I uncovered a small pendant shaped like a bear paw.  It was 
made out of bone and was highly polished.  It had likely been strung with turquoise beads since I found a 
few of the blue beads on the floor of the room near the pendant.  During an archaeological inventory in a 
deep canyon in Utah I found a beautiful ceramic olla.  It was beautifully made with 2 handles on the side 
and was decorated with black paint on a white background.  This wonderful olla is now on display at the 
Edge of Cedars Museum in Blanding, Utah.  Actually, I consider every archaeological site to be an impor-
tant discovery.

What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Go with your heart.  I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to do archaeological work for the 
past 35 years.  I’ve visited some amazing places.  It is not easy to make a living as an archaeologist, but it 
can be very rewarding.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?  

Archaeology takes a great deal of imagination and thought.  We will never be able to time travel back, 
but by using good archaeological methods and techniques we can learn a lot about the people who came 
before.
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Please tell us who you are.

I am Martha Yates and I live in Vallecitos, NM. I am an archaeologist and 
a teacher.

How did you become interested in archaeology?

I like mysteries; and archaeology is the study of mysteries, of our pasts, 
yours and mine, but it is a very lengthy past, thousands of years. I am a 
very curious person and I like to discover things. You know the feel-
ing: on a walk through the trees or along the river, you suddenly see 
something you’ve never seen before: an old well, a garden, an old pot, 
an arrowhead, a spear point. I start wondering, who made this? And did 
they live here? After you learn archaeological skills, you can often find 
the answers to these questions.

When did you decide to be an archaeologist?

I decided when I moved to New Mexico about 20 years ago.  I had a back-
ground in archaeology, but before I moved here I thought I would teach 
literature. But New Mexico is just too interesting so I stayed here, to work as an archaeologist.

What kinds of archaeology jobs have you had and what do you do now?

I was the District Archaeologist on the Coyote Ranger District of the Santa Fe National Forest and I am 
a consultant with the Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project. I also teach archaeology at Santa Fe Community 
College and UNM (University of New Mexico), as well occasionally the University of Utah and Renesan, the 
Institute for Lifelong Learning.

What do you like about being an archaeologist?

I really answered this question already—it’s the adventure!

What do you like dislike about being an archaeologist?

Working for the government as an archaeologist can sometimes get bureaucratic with lots of meetings in-
doors; and I love to be exploring outdoors. Otherwise, there’s nothing I don’t like about it. The bureaucratic 
nature of the government has nothing to do with the nature of archaeology—I just happened to be work-
ing for the government as an archaeologist. I am afraid it was part of the job, not part of archaeology.

Have you made any important discoveries?

I, with the help of Chris Chavez, a Forest Service surveyor whose ancestors settled the area along the 
Monastery Road near Ghost Ranch, surveyed, mapped and documented all the historic Spanish home-
steads in the Rio Chama valley. It had never been done before, and now they are protected from anything 
happening to what remains of them. I also mapped, and in some cases discovered, a number of Gallina 
towers, field houses, terrace gardens, shrines and pithouses and I helped protect Tsipin, a major ancient 
ancestral Tewa village from vandalism and helped the ranger station win a national award for the archae-
ological work.
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What advice would you give a young person considering a career in archaeology?

Finish high school, work and/or volunteer on any archaeological survey project you can, get to know an 
archaeologist who will help you and take an interest in your future, study arts as well as the sciences, go 
on to a college or university, always believe in yourself and don’t worry if you don’t know everything all 
at one time: keep your trust in yourself and your love of discovering things about your world, and you will 
definitely achieve what you want to achieve. Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project in Velarde has many pro-
grams that can support your interest in archaeology, especially in the summer when you can work with 
the youth project  that discovers, photographs and draws the petroglyphs on Mesa Prieta.

What else would you like to tell people about archaeology?

Archaeologists work all over the world, so if you have an interest in travel and meeting people from other 
cultures, it is a great way to do it.
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Vocabulario Unidad 18: Carreras de Arqueología y campos relacionados

☛     Antropología:  el estudio de los seres humanos. Hay cuatro sub-disciplinas:

☛     Arqueología:  el estudio de la cultura humana, analizando los materiales que perduran como 
los artefactos y los lugares antiguos.

☛     Antropología cultural:  el estudio de las comunidades humanas actuales.

☛     Antropología lingüística:  el estudio de las lenguas- cómo han cambiado y cómo están
relacionadas unas con las otras, y la relación entre la cultura y la lengua.

☛     Antropología biológica:  el studio que analiza las características biológicas de las
poblaciones humanas y de la evolución del hombre.
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