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Discovering Mesa Prieta

Unit 1. Following the Sun. The ancient Pueblo people studied the sky 
and were expert astronomers. This activity develops the students’ 
observational skills that will help them become more connected to 
their universe. It is best (but not necessary) to begin this activity in 
September at the fall equinox.

* Unit 2. Geology of Tsikw’aye (Mesa Prieta). Through cooperative 
learning and hands-on materials, the students will learn about the 
formation of Mesa Prieta and the animals that lived here at the time 
of the Ice Age.

Unit 3. How Old Is Old? Geologic timeline: Using a one hundred foot 
time line to represent the age of the earth, the students will begin 
to understand how life on earth evolved. Then they will create a 
personal time line using strips of colored construction paper. 

* Unit 4. Where in New Mexico Is Tsikw’aye (Mesa Prieta)?  Map-
ping: Each student will receive a New Mexico road map and learn how to use it. They will transfer informa-
tion from the road map to an outline map of New Mexico and answer review questions.

* Unit 5. Introduction to Petroglyphs and Pictographs. The students will learn the difference between 
pictographs and petroglyphs through painting and etching into clay. Students will study about the people 
who created the petroglyphs. 

Unit 6. Draw Like a Scientist.  Beginning with sunflower seeds, the students will learn how to draw ac-
curately. Then they will look at photographs of local petroglyphs and practice drawing them. 

* Unit 7. Observation and Inference.  Using a drawing of two children on the Mesa, the students will learn 
the difference between observation and inference and how it relates to the petroglyphs and archaeology. 

Unit 8. Field Work Day at Tsikw’aye (Mesa Prieta).  Before the trip, students will put together recording 
books for the Work Day. They will review what to bring and the handout Protecting the Past on the Mesa 
Prieta Hike. Trained volunteers will guide small groups of students to look for petroglyphs on the Mesa. 
The students will draw different petroglyphs in their recording books and apply what they have learned in 
classroom activities. 

* Unit 9. Petroglyph Classification.  The people who record petroglyphs have grouped them into many dif-
ferent categories. We have modified the system into ten different categories for the students.  After a cut 
and paste activity, the students will graph their results.

Unit 10. Signs and Symbols.  Students will gain an understanding of symbols by drawing on the board 
familiar symbols, signs and logos. The concept of symbol will be reinforced with a hand-out on symbols 
and then students will create a collage using signs and symbols cut out from magazines.

Unit 11. Making Plaster Petroglyphs.  As a follow up activity to the field trip or simply an engaging art 
activity, students will simulate the process of pecking petroglyph designs into Plaster of Paris or draw on 
smooth river rocks to simulate pictographs.
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Unit 12. Modern Pueblos - Ancient Sites. Mapping activity/reading 
comprehension/research: Students will learn about the connection 
between the ancient Tewa Pueblos and the present day Pueblos 
by locating modern Pueblos and archaeological sites on their New 
Mexico road map. Then they will read and study the information 
about the ancient sites and modern Pueblos and possibly do more 
extensive research.

Unit 13. La Entrada – The Spanish Enter New Mexico. After reading 
Chapter 1 of “La Entrada”, in Activity 2, students will use New Mexico 
road maps to explore the many Spanish place names which so clear-
ly illustrate the Spanish presence in New Mexico. At the same time 
they will have the opportunity to review use of coordinates and the 
compass rose to accurately describe locations. In the art extension, 
the students will create illustrations for Spanish place names. After 
reading Chapter 2, a series of time line activities (3 and 4) will help students organize chronologically the 
events discussed in the reading.

Unit 14. Early Life in the Tewa World.  After reading the Tewa story Turkey Girl, the students will observe 
and draw real turkey feathers. Activity 2 covers the history and sacredness of corn and Ancestral Pueblo 
Farming Methods. In the third activity students will observe Anasazi beans and learn about the develop-
ment of agriculture. The students will learn about the importance of respect for the natural world in the 
final activity.

Unit 15. A Visit to a Hispano Village. This is a long reading which may be completed over several class pe-
riods. Teachers may choose to give students an overview reading of the complete narrative and then fol-
low with short rereading. The text will come to life with the many hands-on activities which are suggested 
as follow up . These include exploration of grains, simple cooking, weaving activities, traditional medicinal 
herbs, making adobes and creating a Spanish colonial village and many others. We strongly recommend 
that at least one field trip be included in this unit.

* Unit 16. Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel.  This activity begins as an art activity. Students will use a 
dilute bleach solution to create petroglyph designs. Then they will draw these designs onto large butcher 
paper to create a class petroglyph panel. The final part of this activity helps the students to experience 
the effects of vandalism.

Unit 17. Tsikw’aye (Mesa Prieta) Ethics.  Dilemma Cards: Each group of students must decide what they 
would do in a difficult situation relating to the petroglyphs. They will share their decision and why they 
chose it with the rest of the class.

Unit 18. Careers in Archaeology and Related Fields.  It is important that students begin to learn about 
different careers. In groups they will read actual interviews with local archaeologists and others and then 
present their information to the class.

Unit 19. Interviews with Norteña/os. This is a celebration of the talents and achievements of Hispana/o 
people of northern New Mexico. A number of local people have answered questions related to their daily 
lives, interests and childhood. This unit is a work in progress. Updates will be published on the Mesa 
Prieta Learning Center website.
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