
©2014 Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project

Discovering Mesa Prieta

  Unit 13 page 3

Unit 13: La Entrada – The Spanish Enter New Mexico

Student Activity Sheet: La Entrada

NARRATIVE

Chapter 1

Pueblo Indian history in the Southwest is many thousands of years old. 
The Spanish history there is much shorter, just 500 years old. The ar-
rival of the Spanish marks the beginning of the Historic Period in New 
Mexico.

The story of the Spanish conquistadors began in Spain around the 8th 
century when the Moors from North Africa fought their way into the 
Iberian Peninsula. The Moors were in power until the 11th century when 
the Spanish began the campaign to regain control. The Spaniards were 
finally victorious in the year 1492 after hundreds of years of fighting. 

Later, in the 15th century, after the Spanish Catholic Queen, Isabella, 
came to the throne, the Spanish Inquisition began, and many of the 
Moorish and Jewish people who had lived in Spain as citizens were forced either to become Catholics 
or to face execution. Some Jews chose to convert, some practiced their religion in secret, and others 
decided to find a better life in the New World. Some Moors also made this choice.  

 

 

The Moors surrender to Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand in 1492. 
Painting by Francisco Padrilla y Ortiz.

It was in 1493, just a year after Columbus landed on the island of 
Hispaniola, off the coast of North America, that the Spanish began 
to colonize the Americas. They started in South America and then 
traveled northward to Mexico and finally into North America.

 

Spain in the Americas 
in the 17th century.
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It is believed that the three G’s are what motivated the Spanish conquistadors to come to the Americas:  
GOLD, GLORY, and GOD.  Columbus reported to Queen Isabella that there might be mines rich with gold in 
the New World. For those interested in wealth, GOLD was a great attraction. GLORY, also, had become im-
portant to the Spanish. They had been fighting wars and had recently re-taken Spain from the Moors. Men 
who had fought and won many battles were given important titles, land and money. 

The New World offered a chance for land and glory. The majority of 
Spaniards were devout Catholics and came to the New World with 
an order from the Pope in Rome to convert all the natives to the  
Christian Catholic religion. 

We call the time after the Spanish arrived in what is now north-
ern New Mexico  the Colonial Period. It began when Queen Isabella  
sent men to explore the region north of New Spain (Mexico). These 
expeditions started in Mexico around 1540 when Francisco Vázquez 
de Coronado set out with 1,100 men in search of a golden city, The 
Seven Cities of Cibola. Some 50 years later Juan de Oñate led the 
first Spanish colonists up the Río Grande, settling at Ohkay Owingeh. 

 

Painting “Conversion of Mexican Indians”. 
Colonial Basilica de Guadalupe, Mexico. 

 
Coronado passes through Colonial New Spain. 

Painting by Frederic Remington.

 Caravan on the Camino Real. Courtesy El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro Trail Association (CARTA) and artist Ronald Kil.

Imagine the caravan – 83 ox carts, filled with food and supplies, 129 soldiers on horseback, their families, 
10 Franciscan priests, 800 Aztec Indian allies and thousands of domestic animals like horses, sheep, goats, 
cows and pigs!  The journey lasted six months and by the end only 61 carts remained.  The caravan trav-
eled as quickly as a pig could trot. 
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Chapter 2

Juan de Oñate and his settlers arrived at Ohkay Owingeh 
on July 11, 1598 and renamed the pueblo “San Juan de los 
Caballeros”.  Caballeros means gentlemen.  This new name 
was given in recognition of the generosity of the Tewa Pueblo 
people, who helped the Spanish survive their first cold winter 
with provisions of food, clothing and shelter. The following 
year, the Spaniards crossed the Río Grande and established a 
settlement which they named “San Gabriel del Yungue”.

At first they were welcomed by the Tewa people, but soon 
there were many conflicts because Oñate was a harsh gover-
nor who forced the Tewa people to pay taxes and work in the 
Spanish fields. The first efforts to convert the Tewa people to 
Christianity by the Franciscan missionaries were not success-
ful. Like any native people, the Pueblos had their own religion and they resisted. This caused problems for 
the missionaries because baptizing people into their religion was their main reason for being in a new 
land. Also, they needed men to help build their churches, and to work to provide food for the priests.

 

Mesa Prieta petroglyph,  
possible ox cart.

 
Ohkay Owingeh (San Juan Pueblo),  

about 1871-1907.

 

This Ohkay Owingeh church replaced the 
original, which was  destroyed.
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Slowly, the Pueblo peoples and the new settlers learned each others’ language and learned to live togeth-
er in ways that were beneficial to both. The Spaniards shared European ways of growing food crops such 
as wheat and barley, the raising of livestock, which they brought with them: cattle for meat, milk, leather 
and labor, and sheep for wool and meat. They also brought fruit trees and new, metal farming tools. The 
Pueblos, on their part, taught the Spaniards their way of living successfully in a harsh land. For example, 
the Pueblo people  taught them how to make soap from yucca roots, how to grow plants with little water 
and, of course, introduced the newcomers to their sustaining crops of corn, beans, and squash.

Unit 13: La Entrada – The Spanish Enter New Mexico

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter 3

During the 1660s and 1670s conditions worsened for the Pueblos. A long lasting 
drought made food scarce and contagious diseases that the Spaniards had brought 
with them killed huge numbers of the Pueblo people. They had no immunity to 
diseases like small pox and measles and these germs (microbes) wiped out some 
villages. 

In the summer of 1675, a new governor, Juan Francisco Treviño, launched an extreme 
assault on the Pueblo religion. He ordered all of the kivas and all religious articles 
to be destroyed. He arrested 47 religious leaders from many of the Pueblos and had 
them publicly beaten. Po’pay (or Popé), from Ohkay Owingeh, began planning a united 
revolt by getting the support of most of the Pueblo villages. Runners carrying knot-
ted cords were sent to all the villages. Each day a knot was untied until the planned 
date of August 10, 1680. In each of the Pueblo missions many colonists and priests 
were killed. Eleven days later over 1000 Spaniards fled from Santa Fe. The 
Pueblo Revolt was a success. 

 

Po’pay.  Statue by 
Cliff Fragua, Jemez Pueblo.
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The Spaniards were driven out of New Mexico and escaped to El Paso del Norte (present-day Ciudad 
Juárez, Mexico) where they created a new, temporary capital. There, they made plans to re-establish their 
settlement in the north.

Chapter 4

Twelve years later, Don Diego de Vargas and his soldiers returned to Santa Fe with 
the exiled Spanish colonists. They won back the capital and the territory through 
some bloody battles. The Pueblos were again under their control.

The Spanish population in Santa Fe grew so large that there was not enough water 
in the Santa Fe River to irrigate all of their crops. In 1695 Don Diego de Vargas 
created La Villa Nueva de Santa Cruz de la Cañada and many Spanish families were 
moved up north. The land was fertile and water was plentiful. The people of Tano 
Pueblo, who were living there, were relocated to Santa Clara Pueblo and Ohkay 
Owingeh and eventually moved to the Hopi Pueblo in Arizona.

Although slavery was forbidden by the Spanish government, it nevertheless became 
very common by the 1700s. During the Pueblo Revolt, hundreds of Spanish horses 
were turned loose. The nomadic tribes soon captured some of them and became 
expert horsemen. Their raiding of both Spanish and Pueblo villages became a seri-
ous problem. During battles with these tribes the native men who were captured 
were often taken to Mexico to work in the silver mines. Many women and young 
girls were sold as personal slaves to the wealthy. In turn, during these raids, the 
nomadic Indians also took Spanish men, women and children as slaves.

Now, the Native Americans and the Hispanos have lived together as neighbors for hundreds of years. Many 
have become united through marriage, have shared family celebrations and have worked together on 
common projects. Very few of our “Hispano” citizens can claim to be pure Spanish. 

This Mesa Prieta petroglyph may depict the knotted  
cord used to time the Pueblo Revolt.

 

Don Diego de Vargas

 



©2014 Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project

Discovering Mesa Prieta

Unit 13 page 8

Unit 13: La Entrada – The Spanish Enter New Mexico

Not just here in New Mexico, but throughout the country, no matter our heritage, we work hard to over-
come the scars left by cruel acts committed in the past. We do this by learning from the mistakes that 
were made as well as by celebrating the great accomplishments of our ancestors.

 

Nomadic horsemen petroglyph near Rinconada, NM.


