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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

PROTECTING THE PAST: TO DO AND NOT TO DO*

Student Information Sheet

 1.   Do not step on petroglyphs. Walk carefully, so as not to create erosion, cause rocks to fall or 
disturb animals. If you see an animal, leave it alone. If you see a flower, leave it for others to 
enjoy. Watch out for cacti. 

 

 2.   Admire petroglyphs with your eyes and record them with your camera or in your recording 
book. We do not touch petroglyphs, because they may be sacred and the oil from our hands 
may damage them. 

 

 3.   If you find an artifact, you may pick it up, and as you hold it, think about the person who made 
it. Then put it back where you found it and draw it in your recording book. Do not make piles of 
artifacts or take any home.

 

 4.   Even if the petroglyph is difficult to see, re-pecking, chalking or re-painting doesn’t restore it, 
but rather ruins the original.

 

 5.   Digging in an archaeological site ruins the layers of history. 

 

 6.   If you build a campfire, be sure it is not near any petroglyph or archaeological site. The smoke 
and heat will create damage.

 

 7.   Respect the culture of the people who created the petroglyphs.  Ancient sites are sacred 
places to the Pueblo people. Tagging, painting your name over petroglyphs or shooting at them 
is disrespectful and is against the law.

 

 8.   If you see litter such as modern cans, plastic or paper, please pick it up and put it into the 
class trash bags. Do not pick up glass. Remember to put all of your lunch trash back into your 
backpack or lunch box.

*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, pp. 25-26.)
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Unit 16: Creating a Class Petroglyph Panel

FEDERAL LAWS PROTECTING ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Student Information Sheet

Federal laws provide for severe penalties to those who disturb and destroy sites more than 100 years 
old. The Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) was passed in 1979, and prohibits unauthorized 
digging and collecting of archaeological resources, including pottery, basketry, bottles, sites with coins 
or arrowheads, tools, structures, pit houses, petroglyphs and pictographs, graves and human skeletons. 
No person may sell or buy any archaeological resource which was illegally acquired. Penalties for those 
convicted of violating ARPA are:

 1.   First Offense: a person who breaks this law for the first time may be fined $100,000 and spend 
one year in jail. If the cost of repairing the damage exceeds $500, the offender may receive a 
fine of $250,000 and spend two years in jail.

 2.   Second offense: a person who breaks this law for the second time may be fined $250,000 and 
spend five years in jail.

 3.   Vehicles and other equipment used in breaking this law may be confiscated. ARPA provides re-
wards to people who supply information leading to the arrest and conviction of ARPA violators.

ARPA applies to all public lands, including those administered by the US Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, the military, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service and the Bureau of Reclamation.

People enjoying the out-of-doors occasionally find archaeological sites and wonder what they should do. 
Locations where there are petroglyphs or artifacts are sacred places to the descendants of the ancient 
people who made them. Always leave artifacts where they were found, including small surface finds such 
as potsherds and stone flakes. Discoveries of rare or unusual artifacts and sites should be reported to 
the land managing agency or in the case of private lands, to a local agency archaeologist or the State 
Historic Preservation Office.

Some people who dig in sites are engaged in an illegal market activity, may be armed with weapons, and 
should be considered dangerous. Never approach someone you see digging in sites or collecting arti-
facts. Instead, record information about them - their physical description, what they were seen doing, the 
license number of their vehicle - and immediately report them to a local law enforcement agency.

*Adapted from Intrigue of the Past. A Teacher’s Activity Guide for Fourth through Seventh Grades, Bureau of Land 
Management, 1993, p. 105.)
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