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Unit 7: Observation and Inference
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CHILDREN ON THE MESA:  Activity Teacher’s Key

Place an “I” before the statements that are inferences, and an “O” before the statements that are 
observations.

 Answers:

 O    1.  The children are in front of some large boulders.

  I     2.  The weather is warm.

  O    3.  The boy is touching his leg.

  I     4.  If the boy tried to stand up, he might fall into a cactus.

  O    5.  The girl is standing next to the boy.

  I     6.  The boy has broken his leg.

 O    7.  There are petroglyphs on one of the boulders.

  I     8.  The girl pushed the boy.

 I     9.  The boy is angry. 

 I     10.  The sun is setting.

 I     11.  The girl is thinking about how she will get some help for the boy.

  O    12.  The children are both wearing tie shoes.

 I     13.  The petroglyph arrows and deer mean that the people were going hunting.

 I     14.  The petroglyphs were made by ancient people.

 I     15.  The boy wasn’t careful and tripped over a rock.

 I     16.  There hasn’t been much rain in this area.
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OBSERVATION AND INFERENCE:  Activity Teacher’s Key

This is the drawing of a group of petroglyphs on a boulder on Mesa Prieta. Place an “O” before the state-
ments that are observations and an “I” before the statements that are inferences. Write the reason for 
your answer under each statement.

Answers:

 O    1.  There are many petroglyphs on the boulder.

 O   2.  There are zigzag lines on the boulder.

 I    3.  There are 3 petroglyphs of snakes on the boulder.

 I    4.  The people who made the petroglyphs had a pet dog.  

 O   5.  There is a figure with 2 legs on the boulder.

 I    6.  There are 3 crescent moons on the boulder.

 O   7.  There are many dots on the boulder.

 I    8.  There is an eyeball with eyelashes on the boulder.

 I    9.  The people who made the petroglyphs were Christians.

Unit 7: Observation and Inference

Unit 7 page 8  
 




